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FARM BUREAU PHILOSOPHY

Preamble 101

We give thanks to almighty God for the many
blessings He has bestowed upon us as a nation and as
individuals. We invoke His wisdom and direction upon
our every decision in order that we may be worthy
citizens of His Kingdom and of our nation. May He grant
us the grace to know and to do His will.

We believe that our faith in God and the democratic
principles of free enterprise and human freedom, upon
which our nation was founded, are responsible for its
greatness. We encourage our government officials to
return to the concepts of this Preamble concerning our
belief in God.

We believe in the right of all people to choose their
own occupation free from compulsory unionism; to be
rewarded in accordance with their productive
contribution to society; to save, invest and spend their
earnings as they choose; and to worship as their
conscience dictates.

We believe that the present degree of centralization
of power and authority and the trend toward further
centralization of power and authority in the Federal
government and the apathy of American people to this
trend are among the greatest dangers threatening our
Republic and the American way of life. “Planned
economy” concepts such as socialism and communism,
fascism and other forms of totalitarianism must be
opposed wherever and in whatever form they may be
found.

In order that we as individuals in our profession may
make greater contribution to the above stated principles
through group action, Farm Bureau is a free,
independent, non-governmental, voluntary organization
of farm and ranch families united for the purpose of
analyzing their problems and formulating action to
achieve educational improvement, economic opportunity,
and social advancement, thereby promoting the national
welfare. Farm Bureau is local, national and
international in its scope and influence. It is non-
partisan, non-sectarian and non-secret in character.

It is wholly controlled by its members through
majority decision and is financed by voluntary
membership dues.

Concepts of Government 102

We believe in the American, capitalistic, private
competitive enterprise system in which property is
privately owned, privately managed and operated for
profit and individual satisfaction. We believe in a
competitive business environment in which supply and



demand are the primary determinants of market prices,
the use of productive resources, and the distribution of
output. We will work for less government control.

We believe in the right of every man to choose his own
occupation; to be rewarded, according to his contribution
to society; and to save, invest, spend or convey to his
heirs his earnings as he chooses.

We believe that government operation of commercial
businesses in competition with private enterprise should
be terminated.

Socialism and Communism 103

International communism is both an internal and
external threat to the private competitive enterprise
system. Communism is foreign to all the ideals of the
free world. It would deny mans faith in God, his heritage
of freedom, and his belief in justice and mercy. Farm
Bureau is dedicated to the defeat of Communist ideology.

We oppose one world government and any treaty or
pact that encourages a one world government.

We are opposed to socialism and communism and
its attempt to destroy the property rights that have
served as a foundation for the American way of life. We
strongly oppose the socialistic movements attempt to
redistribute wealth, thereby threatening to destroy the
system of incentives that have built this great nation.
We support the basic principles behind the founding of
our country; namely, freedom and dignity of the
individual, and his right to participate in a free
enterprise system. To strengthen our awareness of our
system of government we recommend:

1. American History and World History be taught in
all American schools and colleges.

2. The true nature of communism and socialism be
taught in our schools and in the armed services so that
people can better recognize its character, understand
its purposes, and counteract its objectives.

3. Adult education programs, including forums,
assemblies, and other forms of communication, be
promoted to increase the awareness of citizens to any
system of government that threatens the American way
of life.

We oppose any efforts of our government to establish
a “North American Union” that would dilute our U.S.
Constitutional rights and powers, reduce the sovereignty
of the United States, remove the supremacy of the U.S.
Supreme Court, or open our borders with Mexico or
Canada.

States Rights 104

We favor increased emphasis on the assumption of
responsibility by states and local units of government
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for exercising their appropriate functions.
Responsibility for performance of government functions
should be assigned to that unit of government closest to
the people which can administer such functions
effectively.

We urge the Texas legislature to join with the
legislatures of other states in passing legislative
affirmations that assert their sovereign rights under
the Tenth Amendment of the United States
Constitution and demand that the United States
government cease all unfunded mandates and
interference that exceeds the powers specifically
delegated to federal authorities by the supreme law of
the land.

Therefore, we urge the Texas Farm Bureau and the
American Farm Bureau to exert all possible power and
influence to assert and maintain states and local rights.
These rights are guaranteed by the Bill of Rights in
both the Constitution of the United States and the
Constitution of the State of Texas and must not be
diluted.

AGRICULTURAL AGENCIES

Texas AgrilLife Extension Service 105

The Texas AgriLife Extension Service should
continue its role of making available useful and practical
information on subjects related to agriculture and home
economics. The AgriLife Extension Service should
continue to be a part of the Texas A&M University
system. We support the AgriLife Extension Service
having a director who is separate from other parts of
the agricultural complex; thereby allowing the agency
to market itself and respond to the needs of agriculture.
We oppose reducing the number of ag specialists in the
Texas A&M System. We oppose funding reductions for
the Texas AgriLife Extension Service. We oppose any
legislation that would combine the Texas AgriLife
Extension Service and the Texas AgriLife Research of
the Texas A&M System. Funding for the Extension,
Texas 4-H program, and Animal Damage Control
Service should be sufficient to at least maintain current
program levels and to continue these services to farm
and ranch families.

The Texas AgriLife Extension Service should
continue to work primarily with all farmers and
ranchers as long as individuals and various farm groups
seek and respond to this type service, but the Service
should abstain from educational activities on matters
of political policy.

New programs providing services to non-farm people
should not come at the expense of programs for farm
and ranch families.
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Texas Department of Agriculture 106

The primary purpose of the Texas Department of
Agriculture should be to promote the advancement of
agriculture and to educate the public on agriculture.
The Texas Department of Agriculture should be
adequately staffed and funded. We support
reimplementation of Texas Department of Agriculture
road inspection stations.

We support the continued development of
agribusiness and value-added processing of Texas
products by the Texas Department of Agriculture.

Existing laws should be properly enforced with

. respect to weights and measures, and seed laws.

The Texas Department of Agriculture should promote
and support development of agricultural development

. districts.

TDA should provide information and assistance in
creating Internet services for the sale of commodities.

Texas Department of Agriculture regulations should
mirror United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) regulations for the inspections and licensing of

. kennels and only certified Department of Agriculture

employees should be authorized to conduct inspections.

Texas Animal Health Commission 107

The Texas Animal Health Commission should not
be combined with any other state agency. We oppose
user fees being assessed to finance TAHC or any other
agricultural regulatory agency; however, if the legislature
requires that agricultural regulatory agencies assess
user fees, we encourage the fees be assessed
proportionally for all services provided and not exceed
the cost of providing the service. Rather than requiring
fee increases we encourage agencies to review their
existing services to determine which services may be

. ended or modified for cost savings. We support
. legislation which would provide that the Texas Animal
. Health Commission be exempt from provisions of the
. Freedom of Information Act in matters related to animal
. health, animal identification, and disease control to
. protect information related to individual producers,
. locations and animal health traceback from unnecessary
. harassment, invasion of privacy, and to enhance the
. provision of homeland security in the agricultural sector.

We support the TAHC having the authority to

. determine whether to close the borders of Texas to the
. importation of certain traditional or alternative
. livestock. We are opposed to transfer of such powers
. into the hands of the legislature, or any other agency.

We support the right to use antibiotics for livestock
& poultry in matters related to animal health care.



HO OO oA W= © 00 =IO UL W

e

Texas State Soil & Water Conservation

Board 108
We recommend that the Texas State Soil & Water
Conservation Board and Conservation Districts
continue to govern the states conservation programs for
renewable natural resources. We are opposed to any
appointees to the Texas State Soil and Water
Conservation Board. We encourage further development
of the agency’s program and capabilities so that future
responsibilities may be placed under its authority.

We recommend that the Texas State Soil and Water
Conservation Districts continue to be independent,
locally controlled bodies with directors elected by the
local landowners; and that the Texas State Soil and
Water Conservation Board continue to be elected on an
area basis by the directors of local Soil and Water
Conservation districts. We also recommend that the
present staffing of local Soil & Water Conservation
districts be maintained. We recommend the State
Legislature appropriate matching funds to Soil and
Water Conservation Districts on a per county basis. This
allows multi-county districts funds to be based on the
number of counties in the districts, relieving inequities
now experienced by multi-county districts.

We support local Soil and Water Conservation
Districts ability to provide technical assistance and
incentives for voluntary soil and water conservation
planning and implementation.

Any funding increase to the Texas State Soil and
Water Conservation Board should be directed for local
use.

We support the use of state funds for maintaining
small watershed flood control structures, built under
the USDA PL-566 program, that are listed as public
safety concerns.

AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES

Commodities-General 109

All commodities are inter-related, and any change
in supply, demand or price of one affects the others.
Therefore, careful consideration should be given to the
economic impact of a major change in one commodity’s
policy on other commodities before such policy is
approved.

We support country of origin labeling of all foreign
products imported into Texas.

We support requiring public institutions to buy
domestic agricultural products when they are available.

We oppose all attempts by political subdivisions
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(cities or counties) to limit the production of, or the use
of, genetically modified crops or animals.

We support legislation granting producers a “Hold
Harmless” position from any changes that occur after
their production is sold and leaves their control.

We oppose growing castor beans in Texas until
adequate regulations are enacted and educational
programs are available to address storage, handling,
and production concerns and low ricin varieties are
available, so that the accidental adulteration of our food
and feed supply is prevented.

Citrus 110

We support strict enforcement of maturity, size, and
grade standards for all citrus shipped into Texas.

Due to the continuing spread of citrus canker and
greening disease into additional nurseries and
production areas, we urge continuation of recent
safeguards and the ban on shipments of citrus fruit and
nursery stock into Texas.

Plant material is a host to diaprepies weevil and
Asian citrus psyllid and should be subject to inspection
at Texas Department of Agriculture inspection stations.

Cotton 111

We support the Cotton Promotion and Research
Program. We recommend a full-time statewide cotton
specialist. We support a mandatory statewide Boll
Weevil Eradication Program and favor state funding
assistance. We oppose a mandatory referendum for boll
weevil eradication and support a referendum upon
request by 10% of producers. The Texas Boll Weevil
Eradication Program (TBWEP) should use prudent
spending practices and strive to reduce overhead.

We urge that Texas Boll Weevil Eradication
Foundation personnel stay on existing turnrows and
designated roads.

We recommend a plow-up date be established for
cotton to aid in the control of boll weevils in affected
areas. We support using controlled burning of CRP
acreage prior to spring planting in the affected areas to
assist in the boll weevil eradication program. We support
allowing producers harvesting cotton near, on, or after
the stalk destruction deadline to have ten days after
harvest to destroy stalks without incurring a penalty or
fine. We support TDA in its effort to control non-
commercial cotton, (not located in a crop field), by
making the users of gin by-products aware they are
responsible for the destruction of any re-growth resulting
in hostable cotton from the use of such products.

We recommend that the stalk destruction dates for
areas under pink bollworm or boll weevil regulation
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continue to be set by the Commissioner of Agriculture
following a public hearing for the area affected. We
support chemical as well as mechanical means as an
approved method by the TDA for cotton stalk
destruction. In the quarantine area, the cotton stalk
destruction deadline for cotton stalks should be strictly
enforced and TBWEP and TDA should coordinate efforts
to accomplish this task.

We support removal of the 10 day application period
for cotton stalk destruction, with a 24 hour notification
for extension.

We support studies for feasibility of containment,
suppression and/or eradication of pink bollworm. We
support the Texas Department of Agriculture and the
Texas Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation developing
procedures to ensure that cotton harvesting equipment
and raw cotton products being transported are certified
boll weevil free. No equipment should cross any zone
boundary without being certified boll weevil free.

We are opposed to changes in the trade rules of cotton
trading associations that pass marketing and storage
charges from buyer to seller. We support charging for
the exact amount of time the bale is stored in the
warehouse.

We oppose the present penalties on low micronaire
cotton.

We favor a specific cut-off date for application of 2,4-
D and other similar chemicals in counties where cotton
is produced to coincide with uniform recommended
planting dates for cotton in each county. We favor the
registration of Propazine (Milo Pro) for use on cotton.

Dairy 112

We favor an inspection service that will emphasize
milk quality rather than physical requirements and
appearance of facilities. Only a qualified Texas
Department of Health Sanitarian should be permitted
to degrade a “Grade A” dairy based on a sample of milk.
The sample should be in possession of a qualified
sanitarian at all times until delivered to a state
laboratory. The Department, at producer’s request,
should retest a producer’s milk as promptly as possible
following an unacceptable test.

We support the dairy promotion and advertisement
program. Imitation dairy products should be labeled
as such, particularly when displayed with dairy
products.

The minimum requirements for consumer grade milk
should be increased to 12% solids. Component
standards should comply with state regulations and be
printed on the product labels.

We support the concept of regional compacts to price
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Class 1 milk and will support legislation to create a
Texas state milk marketing order.

Forestry 113

Timber has been classified as an agricultural crop
and we support the right to harvest our crop. We support
the use of agroforestry and integration of land use
practices. We support the education of the public
economic and environmental importance of timber and
its production. We support the principles of Sustainable
Forestry Initiative (SFI), Best Management Practices
(BMP), prescribed burning, and an adequate nursery
supplier, to manage and promote the health of all
forested areas and their neighboring properties. We
support increased funding for the Texas Forest Service
in order to fulfill its increased responsibilities for fighting
wildfires, not only on forestlands in East Texas, but
statewide.

The Texas Forest Service shall remain under the
jurisdiction of TAMU System. We support the task of
regenerating sufficient acreage to timber production to
satisfy the economics of domestic and export markets
and the environmental needs of all concerned, ensuring
an adequate supply of nursery seedstock by fostering
policies favorable to private or public landowners,
through reduced taxes and/or abatements, eliminating
frivolous lawsuits, and reducing restrictive regulations
and harvesting mitigated forestlands.

When insects, fire, disease or noxious infestations
occur in state or national forests, parks, or other publicly
owned property, appropriate agencies should be required
to immediately apply proper management and
protection practices to control these problems and
prevent their spread to private land.

Fruits and Vegetables 114

We support uniformity of state and federal standards
and inspections for fruits and vegetables produced in
and imported into Texas and the United States.

Hay and Forage 115

We recommend the Texas Department of Agriculture
coordinate with the USDA in establishing standards
for hay testing.

We support the development of a federal crop
insurance program for hay producers.

We support government assistance for building
private hay storage facilities.

Honey 116
We recommend that Texas A&M investigate the
adequacy of the honeybee inspection service to ensure

8
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proper inspection and supervision to better serve the
beekeeper. We support continuation of the Texas
European Honeybee Certification Program
administered by the Texas Apiary Inspection Service.

We recommend Texas honey standards be set at 100%
of the definition of honey; sweet, viscous fluid elaborated
by bees from nectar obtained from plant nectaries, chiefly
floral.

We recommend that appropriate officials take
effective legal action to end the deliberate adulteration
of honey by using corn syrup.

We recommend that Texas A&M and the USDA
continue monitoring the expansion of the Africanized
Bee and the Varroa Mite, while obtaining the necessary
funding to limit this expansion. We strongly recommend
that priority be given to the rapid development of Varroa
and Tracheal Mite control methods that will be
economically useful to beekeepers.

We recommend that Texas A&M and USDA jointly
develop an applied method of rearing European queen
bees inside an Africanized area.

We encourage the beekeeping industry and the
American Farm Bureau Research Foundation support
Africanized Bee and Varroa and Tracheal Mite research.

The Texas AGRILIFE Extension Service and the
school lunch nutritionists should encourage use of pure
quality honey in the school lunch program.

We support legislation allowing private property
owners or their agents to control wild swarms or colonies
of honeybees or Africanized Bees on their own property.

We support legislation allowing beekeepers
registered with the Texas Apiary Inspection Service to
remove bees without regulation from the Texas
Structural Pest Control Board.

Horses 117

We recommend that all horses sold by private treaty
or through auction markets should be tested for Equine
Infectious Anemia (EIA).

We recommend extending the health documentation
from every 45 days to every 6 months to coincide with
the test for EIA.

We support legislation authorizing Texas &
Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association brand
inspectors to inspect horses for brands and identifying
marks at all posted markets and slaughter plants in
the state.

We favor continuing the classification of horses as
livestock and personal property. We oppose horses being
classified as companion animals. Processing and
exportation of equine meat should be legal when
performed in compliance with USDA Humane
Slaughter of Livestock regulations.

9
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We recognize a healthy horse racing industry is
beneficial to Texas horse breeders. We support changes
in the current Texas pari-mutuel law designed to
increase revenue to racetracks, resulting in larger purses,
breeders’ awards and other industry incentive programs.
We support legislation allowing the placement of VLT’s
(Video Lottery Terminal) at all race tracks in Texas.

We support equine owners/producers making the
decision on who performs the floating of equine teeth.

Livestock 118

We support continuing the current brucellosis
program. Texas should avoid seeking brucellosis free
status until the sources of the previous infected herds
have been discovered.

We strongly recommend that we have livestock
producing members on the Texas Animal Health
Commission.

We are opposed to bison from Yellowstone Park being
transported to Texas.

We recommend surveillance for screwworms on a
state and national level, and continued eradication
efforts on the international level.

We are opposed to restrictions on the sale and/or
administration of antibiotics and other drugs for animal
health by producers or their agents, unless such use is
adequately proven detrimental to human health.

We support legislation allowing pet owners to buy
the vaccine and vaccinate their own pets for rabies.

We oppose any attempt to impose regulations on
palpation of livestock.

We support an eradication program of the horn fly.

We recommend uniform guidelines for control of the
fever tick in Texas. We support implementation and
funding for the National Strategic Plan for the Cattle
Fever Tick Program developed in 2006. Immediate
funding should be made available to eliminate fever
ticks from the temporary preventive quarantine areas
of Texas. An awareness program should be implemented
to educate and to assist Texas ranchers in identifying
this pest.

We recommend that we solicit Mexico’s assistance in
increasing the width of the Mexican “border barrier
zone.”

Inspections should continue for brands, marks and
other identifying characteristics at posted markets in
Texas.

We urge that the brand inspection law be extended
to cover all slaughter plants. We oppose compulsory
statewide branding, but we support district or regional
brand laws when established on a local option basis.
However, we recommend that each cattleman adopt an

10
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individual permanent method of identifying his cattle.
County clerks should be required to notify animal brand
owners, by mail, concerning the re-registration of animal
brands.

We support the current law giving the Texas Animal
Health Commission the authority to establish a premise
and animal identification system. We support a
voluntary market driven program until such time as
there is a federal mandate requiring the establishment
of such systems. We support an individual animal
identification system that responds to the specific needs
of each species rather than an identical program being
required for all species.

We support the following guidelines for a livestock
identification program:

1. The program should be as simple and cost effective
as possible for producers.

2. The federal government should provide cost
sharing, especially for the development and
implementation of the infrastructure.

3. Confidentiality of producer information must be
respected and changes in the Freedom of Information
Act must be made to further ensure that confidentiality.

4. The data base containing individual animal
identification must be maintained in a private industry
data base and not in a governmental data base.

5. Information shall be made available only to the
proper animal health authorities in the event of an
animal disease incident and must not be used for any
other purpose or by any other governmental authority.

6. Identification of animals will not be required before
movement from the original registered premise. Under
Country of Origin Labeling, only animals that are born,
raised and processed in the U.S. are eligible for a “Made
in USA” or similar label.

We support using the current brucellosis eradication
I. D. system as one method of cattle identification.

We support a voluntary Country of Origin Labeling
(COOL) program for livestock products that will result
in higher market returns for producers. We oppose
burdensome record keeping requirements on any portion
of the meat industry that would result in lower prices to
livestock producers.

Auction and commission companies should be
required to furnish a copy of the weight ticket to the
seller of all livestock sold on a weight basis. We urge the
Texas Animal Health Commission to develop rules and
regulations to control trichomoniasis. The Texas
Animal Health Commission and the Texas AgriLife
Extension Service should continue to work together to
educate producers on the rules and regulations of the
Trichomoniasis Program.

We urge the regulation of livestock imports to protect

11



95.

97.

98.

99.
100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.

domestic livestock from foreign animal diseases.

All live cattle entering the U.S. from Mexico should
be identified with a firebrand indicating import. All
imported live cattle from other countries destined for
commercial feedlots should be spayed or castrated and
Sbranded. We support expanded facilities and increased
personnel working at the Texas Department of
Agriculture export pens along the Texas/Mexico border.
We encourage the Texas Department of Agriculture to
cooperate with Mexican authorities at all levels to create
ways to reduce the large volume of livestock awaiting
approval for passage into Mexico at these facilities.

We support a concerted joint Texas/Mexico effort to
control/eradicate bovine tuberculosis and brucellosis.
We support the work of the U.S./Mexico Bi-National
Tuberculosis and Brucellosis Committee. We support
the Texas Cattle and Deer Tuberculosis Management
Plan using the zone approach to controlling movement
of cattle exposed to infected herds with TB.

The TAHC should work toward a quick solution with
USDA to ship cattle out of Texas to TB free states.

We recommend that we work with the appropriate
agencies to correct the inequities in the current foot-
and-mouth disease indemnity proposal.

The Texas estray laws should be amended to require
that the proceeds of the sheriff’s sale of impounded
estrays be used for compensation of property damages
caused by the estrays. The damages should be
determined by a panel of disinterested landowners.

We support continued research of bovine growth
hormones with special emphasis on human health and
the effects on carcass quality.

We support measures to hold owners of dogs liable
for damage to livestock and property. We support
legislation that would prohibit dogs that are known to
worry or kill goats, sheep, poultry, calves, or other
livestock, from running at large.

We support the humane treatment of all domestic
animals and wildlife. We recognize that livestock and
wildlife are part of the human food chain, they are not
equal to humans, nor do they have human rights. We
oppose any changes to the current animal cruelty laws
that adversely impact the normally accepted practices
of handling livestock.

We urge the development of agricultural information
and education programs that will give the public a clear,
realistic, and technically accurate perspective of animal
rights issues relative to producer responsibilities.

We recommend legislation requiring penalties for
the owner of livestock which are habitually allowed to
run at large with reckless disregard to the welfare and
property of others.

We recommend a State law be passed that clarifies
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and states as a principle of law that due to the
unpredictable nature of any livestock and livestock
activities, those who participate in these activities have
to accept the inherent danger and responsibility of their
actions.

We recommend that livestock and poultry manure
be classified and promoted as reusable by-products or
organic fertilizer.

We strongly oppose any methane or greenhouse gas
tax levied on livestock and/or wildlife because of normal
biological bodily functions.

We support minimum guidelines of the National
Research Council’s recommendation for phosphorus
levels in feed rations.

We support livestock assistance programs for natural
disasters. We support revenue assurance programs.
The producer should have the option to participate in
government-assisted insurance.

We support financial or other incentives to increase
the number of large animal veterinarians.

We urge the selection committee of the College of
Veterinary Medicine at Texas A&M University to place
greater emphasis on selecting new students who will
pursue food animal practices.

We support the expansion of the current veterinary
college and/or the establishment of additional Colleges
of Veterinary Medicine in the State of Texas.

We support continuation of the Texas Veterinary
Medical Diagnostic Lab. We support state funding of
the Rural Veterinarian Incentive Program.

Nursery and Greenhouse 119

We support legislation which will make it unlawful
to sell or offer for sale any plants or nursery stock which
are not viable (represented as live plants or live nursery
stock) at the time and place of sale.

We oppose local invasive plant list ordinances, which
would lead to differing, conflicting, and uncoordinated
efforts to control or ban potentially harmful plant
species.

Peanuts 120

We favor a voluntary check-off program administered
by the Texas Peanut Producers Board.

We support Texas peanut growers’ effort to develop a
program to promote peanut consumption. We support
research to increase production and guarantee crop
integrity, and any other activities which would be
beneficial to Texas peanut producers.

We recommend legislation authorizing the Texas
Commissioner of Agriculture to establish uniform
grades and sizes of peanut seed, and to enforce proper
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labeling of such grades and sizes.

Pecans 121

We recommend state legislation to establish grades
and standards on thin shell fancy pecans, specifying
approximate kernel content of pecans sold to consumers
by dealers or handlers of such pecans.

We urge our Land Grant Colleges to research genetic
engineering to develop new varieties of pecans for disease
and insect resistance.

Poultry 122

We favor updating the Texas Egg Labeling and
Grading Law to assure consumers a quality product,
and eliminate the present inspection fee now assessed.
We favor continuous inspection of out-of-state eggs by
the Texas Department of Agriculture at retail outlets so
that they will meet the requirements of the Texas egg
laws.

Ratites 123

We support legislation that would insert the family
name Ratite (rather than exotic fowl) when any regulatory
agency or legislation refers to Emu, Ostrich, Rhea and/
or Cassowary.

We support the promotion of ratite value-added
products.

We support allowing producers the choice of the most
economical method for identifying ratites.

Rice 124

We urge rice producers and related entities of the
rice industry to support the U.S. Rice Producers
Association. Rice producers should continue to support
the U.S. Rice Federation when the policies are beneficial
to rice producers.

We encourage the Texas Rice Research Foundation
and Texas A&M Research Center at Beaumont to
continue their work to combat blackbirds and red rice in
rice fields.

We support the release of genetic engineered rice.

Sheep and Goats 125

We encourage the establishment of wool, mohair and
meat product processing plants within the State of Texas.

We encourage increased funding for research and
development for sheep, mohair and meat goat
production. We encourage the Texas Agricultural
Statistical Service to differentiate between mohair and
meat goats.

We encourage feasible enrollment of sheep producers
in the APHIS Scrapie program.
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Soybeans 126

We favor a national soybean promotion and research
check-off to support the programs of the Texas Soybean
Producers Board and the American Soybean
Association.

Wheat and Feed Grains 127

We recommend legislation requiring the Weights and
Measures Division of the Texas Department of
Agriculture to regulate all grain moisture testers used
by commercial grain handlers and dealers; and to levy
appropriate penalties against offenders.

We recommend that all in-load suction grain probes
used for automatic sampling be approved by the USDA
Research Management Office.

We are opposed to any type of grain compact between
states.

We support legislation giving the Texas Department
of Agriculture regulatory authority over in-house
inspectors of bonded grading facilities. We also
recommend that all grain samples be kept a minimum
of ten (10) days and that grading results be available
within twenty-four (24) hours.

We oppose the addition of foreign matter to grains.
We oppose any practices by grain handling companies
that result in a reduction of grain quality.

We support the United Sorghum Check-off Program.

We support the continuation of research and
production of GMO wheat seed to help control disease
and pests in order to maintain and improve current
yields and profitability.

Wildlife 128

We support legal sports hunting. We support the
right of landowners, within legal limits, to control
hunting and fishing on their land, both unfenced and
fenced property. We favor legislation to repeal the law
that requires landowners to purchase hunting and/or
fishing license to hunt or fish on ones own property.
Landowners should not be required to have a hunting
license to kill feral hogs, coyotes and other non-game
animals.

We support research, law enforcement, and
educational activities designed to improve hunting and
fishing for this and future generations. Laws and
regulations pertaining to hunting, fishing, and trapping
seasons, bag limits, license fees, and damages to
agricultural properties by hunters and fishermen,
trespassers and wildlife should be compatible with
agricultural practices and private property rights.

We recommend that law enforcement officers protect
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the rights of hunters on public land. We support the
arrest and removal of all people who disrupt the rights
of hunters that hold a valid Texas hunting license and/
or permit. We recommend that the fine for illegal hunting
be increased, and repeat offenders be charged with a
felony and automatic fine including full restitution when
it applies to damaged or destroyed property. We support
laws and regulations that make it illegal for a person to
use a spotlight from a public road, other than onto his
own property, except in cases of emergency. We urge that
all money received from fish and game license fees and
park entrance fees shall go to the Parks and Wildlife
Department with proper legislative oversight. We
recommend that Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
use land acquisition funds for operating, rather than
buying more park land, while at the same time closing
existing parks.

We recommend that the hunting season for all game
species begin on a Saturday or other first holiday
morning and end on a Sunday or other last holiday
evening.

We support Texas Parks and Wildlife Departments
leasing rather than acquisition of property to provide
public hunting opportunities. The rights of private
property owners should be recognized and respected by
the Department by giving greater attention and follow-
up on citizens input concerning game laws at county
public hearings. We recommend that the Governor
appoint bona fide ranchers and landowners from the
whitetail deer areas of Texas to the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Commission.

Because reductions in local game populations have a
very definite impact on local economies and
management practices, local landowners should be
notified prior to any trapping and translocating of such
game species.

We support classifying exotic game as personal
property and that it not be regulated. We support
classifying farmed elk in Texas as exotic livestock.

Normal agricultural practices, such as top seeding,
should not be considered “baiting.”

We support the Texas Legislature’s efforts to reverse
the quail decline in Texas. Without supporting new
laws, we encourage cooperation between landowners to
ensure deer blinds, feed, feed plots, and feeders are more
than 100 yards from boundary fences for safety purposes.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and Texas
Animal Health Commission should continue to address
disease problems associated with interstate and
intrastate shipment of native wildlife, particularly those
related to the hunting economy in Texas.

We support legislation that prohibits public hunting
in Texas public streams and riverbeds.
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We support legislation that would exempt all property
owners from liability for damages or injuries caused by
wildlife, including Africanized Bees, on private property.

We support clarifying hunter harassment laws so
that normal agricultural activities cannot be construed
as harassment by a hunter on adjoining property.

We support an exemption from the Endangered
Species Act for those exotic species located in Texas
that, although endangered in their native country, are
thriving in Texas under private management and
ownership.

We oppose any designation of exotic livestock
animals as an invasive species.

We support classifying feral hogs as an invasive
species.

Landowners should not have to pay for a lease license
to be able to lease their land for hunting. We support
additional state funding for animal damage and
depredation control. We support programs of cost share
approaches to control deer damage to crops and/or
property.

We support continued research to develop a live test
for CWD (Chronic Wasting Disease).

Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission should make
the spring turkey hunting season “shotgun or bow and
arrow only” for safety reasons.

AGRICULTURAL PROMOTION

Information 129
We recognize the vital importance of accurate crop
and livestock reports, market price reports and county
agricultural statistics in the marketing of farm and
ranch products. We support programs and
appropriations that provide accurate and up-to-date
marketing information for farmers and ranchers.

We recommend that an educational program be
implemented to educate the general public to the fact
that we have the safest food supply in the world, and
that our economical food supply is a partial result of
government farm programs.

We encourage the TDA to include hay quotations with
their 800 telephone service grain quotes.

We encourage public television programs be devoted
to agriculture on a regular basis.

Marketing 130

We will work to develop foreign and domestic markets
for our agricultural products.

We oppose any monopolistic practice that would have
a detrimental effect on the free market.

We support the development of a producers protection
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act to cover agricultural production contracts.

All posted markets, meat packers, processors and
farm commodity commission sales offices should be
adequately bonded to protect the consignor and buyer.

We support check-offs voted by producers for
commodity promotion.

We favor the establishment of a statewide beef check-
off program in the event the national Beef Check-off
program should be discontinued.

We support the National Beef Promotion and
Research Program.

We oppose any check-off system when the funds are
not controlled by the producers of that commodity. We
support an increase in the Beef Check-off to $2.00 per
head or an amount determined by producers. We support
a corresponding increase for imported boxed beef.

We recommend that agricultural products be
marketed on the basis of uniform standards and grades
and that food products be clearly identified by grade in
retail outlets. We urge market agencies, processors and
retailers to reflect the value of quality products through
price differentials. We recommend that all meat
products containing fillers be labeled identifying the
filler and the percentage use.

We recommend support of the Texas AgriLife
Extension Service in its educational program of improved
livestock marketing procedures, to include revised feeder
and stocker grades of cattle.

We urge that the Texas Department of Agriculture
require individuals who buy commodities and check
them for aflatoxin be required to take a second sample
when it is requested by the farmers selling the
commodities.

We support the use of Texas grown fruits, vegetables
and other products in the federal W.I.C. program.

We support a producer cooperative beef packing
facility in Texas.

We support tax-free bonds to enable agricultural
producers to develop facilities fo